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After admiring their lives and quilts for many years, Mary Stoddard
Trainor was able to visit Gee's Bend. Mary started quilting when her
mother-in-law bought her a Bernina when she turned 50, wanting
her to have a hobby to enjoy in her busy life as a mother, professor,
scientist, minister, and painter. When Mary saw the Gee's Bend
quilts at the Milwaukee Art Museum in 2003, her desire to visit these
quilters in their small remote town on a bend in the Alabama River
began. Their quilts are inventive, free-form, and improvisational and
have influenced the modern quilt movement.
In this presentation you will learn about: what's it like in Gee's Bend
now vs in the past; the Quilts and quilters' back stories; influence of
Gee's Bend designs; Mary’s Gees Bend quilt reproductions (available
to see); where to look for more information and what the quilts
represent which will enhance your own quilt designs and provide you
a deeper appreciation of the importance of quilt stories.
See page 3 for info about the afternoon bag making workshop
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Here’s your first look at the great slate of programs and speakers
planned for the coming Guild year of 2022-2023!

April 20th – Catherine Redford -“What I Have Learned” (Afternoon workshop:
“Dimensional Embroidery”)
May 18th-19th – Love and Comfort Workshop
June 15th – Lori Dickman- “My Favorite 3D’s – Diamonds, Dresden, Drunkard’s Path”
July 20th – Phyllis Fay -“What To Do with Pre-Cuts”
August 17th – Bus Trip! Secret Destinations!
September 21st – Joanie Ziere Poole- “The Secret Voice Hidden in Your Fabric”
(Afternoon workshop – “Choosing, Adapting and Using Quilting Designs”)
October 19th – Judy Anich -“My Exploration in Quilting”
November 4th – 5th – Something Extra Special! “Sleep In Your Own Bed UFO Quilt
Retreat!” (More information coming soon)
November 16th – Anne Holte- “Quilts That Honor Friends, Family and Freedom” (ZOOM
from Pennsylvania)
December 14th – Holiday Party
January 18th – Teresa Duryea Wong- “Native American Indian Quilts: 150 Years of
Sewing and Survival” (ZOOM from Texas)
February 15th – Members Marlene, Sonja, Theresa and Faye -“Our Artists
Demonstrate!”
March 15th – Kathleen Johnson- “Quilting Inspiration on a Road Less Traveled”

We hope you will be able to join us for all our special programs! It’s been
fun planning for North Shore Quilters Guild’s upcoming year.
Jana Zimmerman and (with a little help from) Linn Woodard,
Contracts Chairs
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January 19th Bag Making Workshop Signup

Our very own Therese Chambers is offering a bag making workshop following the morning
program on January 19th, 2022. Please email Takako at takako.willden@icloud.com if you
have a question or if you are interested in signing up. The slots are almost filled. The
registration will close on December 20th. The cost is $20.00 for the workshop and the
additional $15.00 for bag foam lining. Takako will email the workshop details and supply
list to the participants once the signup is completed.
The workshop is scheduled from 1 - 4PM. Please bring a sack lunch and we may be able to
begin earlier when everyone is done eating.
Items to bring for the workshop:
- $20.00 - exact amount of cash or check payable to NSQG (workshop cost)
- $15.00-18.00 - exact amount of cash or check payable to Therese Chambers (for foam for
inside of bag)
- sack lunch/water
- your working sewing machine (thread, needle, etc.)
- extension cord just in case
- an iron/ironing cloth
- walking or regular foot, or free motion foot of your choice (for quilting outside of
bag)
- scissors/rotary cutter and Basic Sewing Supplies
- TWO pieces of fabric - each 20"x36" (one for outside and one for lining). If you plan to
piece fabric for the outside of the bag, please have that completed prior to the class.
- ONE 9"x width of fabric (for handle)
- ONE 3 1/2"x width of fabric (for binding)
- ONE 1/2 yard of fabric (large scraps for inside pockets)

2021-2022 GUILD PROGRAMS
2022
Feb 16 - Zoom lecture by Amy Friend
Mar 16 - In person lecture by Joan Cain
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Wonders on Washington Island by Grace Moone (NSQG member)
This past October my daughter (also a quilter) and son-in-law took me on a vacation to
Washington Island, WI. In all the years I had traveled “up north” to my grandparents place, I had
never been to Door County or Washington Island.
We headed up for a long weekend, spending our first night/day in Door County and then headed
for the ferry. After we disembarked and before going to our BnB they showed me around the
island. Several places were closed as it was late in the season. But Bread & Water was open,
so we stopped for lunch. While we were waiting for our lunch, we were encouraged to view the
kayaks in the Paddling Museums and read all about Valerie Fons Kruger. Our ears perked up at
the middle name, and my daughter and I looked at each other thinking “Fons,” what a
coincidence. As soon as we stepped in the room, we saw quilts! Right there to reach out and
touch! Maggie the hostess was glad to fill us in on the whole story and yes, Fons is related to the
Fons & Porter.
What fun (re)reading the Lady’s Circle Patchwork Quilts magazine article from its original
printing (11/1985). I remember reading about the quilt and Valerie’s adventures. Little did I know
that years later I would get to see that quilt (and others) and actually touch them! What a thrill!
The other quilts were just as exciting to see, both in that room and those that hung around the dining
area. So if you ever go to Washington Island, stop in at Bread and Water. The food is wonderful, but
the quilts are the icing on the cake!
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December Holiday Zoom Party

After a very fun member show and
tell slide show of special holiday
items, Evelyn Burdick shared two
ways to make a holiday tree
decoration and then showed a
quick and fun way to sew a tree
block.

We ended the zoom
party with a very
relaxing and meditative
chair yoga session with
our resident yoga expert
Takako Willden.
Everyone was refreshed
and ready to begin
creating more treasures!
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